Origin of the game of Poker 
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The Chinese connection

Most people trace down the birth of poker to the Chinese. It is believed that poker is derived from Chinese dominos, which was played in China around the 10th century AD. History books report that the Chinese emperor Mu-tsung played ‘domino cards’ with his beloved wife on the Chinese New Year’s eve in 969 AD.

The Persian possibility

Another theory says modern poker’s forefather was an ancient Persian (Persia is modern Iran) game called Nas; which was a card game played with 25 cards and 5 different types of suits. In spite of the number of differences Nas had with poker, it had as many similarities as well. Nas is like playing poker with 5 card stud. A three-of-a-kind in poker is the same as a three-of-a-kind in Nas. The game of Nas dates back to the 17th century AD, and is as such, of a much later period than the Chinese counterpart.

The French fun 

Tracing down the origin of poker, some opine that it’s the French, who played the predecessor of poker— a fun game called poque. Poque is a card game which involves bluffing and betting, and was played by the French who settled at New Orleans around 1840. This game first involved the use of deck consisting of spades, diamonds, clubs, and hearts.

India: not impossible

India being the possible birthplace of poker is not impossible. Some historians find similarity of poker with the ancient Indian game of Ganiifa, played during the 12th and 13th centuries.

Among Americans

However there is less debate about the history of  poker in US. From New Orleans, where the French had left Poque, it traveled by steamboat along the Mississippi and Ohio, to spread out further, via the train and wagon. It modified along it’s journey. Such modifications as stud poker, the straight and the draw became extremely popular. That was during the times of the civil war.  The joker was introduced in 1875 and that was the end of the European model of Poker. 

From 1910 betting games became an offence in Nevada, but the Attorney general of California had announced that poker is based on personal skills, and is hence, not an offence to play. But the ones based on chance factor became illegal—like the stud poker. This gave the chance for draw poker to develop. It became so popular that the law had to be modified and poker gambling was legalized in Nevada in 1931. Poker passed the test of time, and is here to stay. It never declined in popularity ever since, but online poker has become such a craze, that there are about 75,000 players playing online at the same time in the big poker sites.

The Origins of Texas Hold’em 

Perhaps the most popular form of poker played today is the Texas Hold’em, in which action is fast and furious. The aim of the game, which is played among 2 to 10 players at a time, is to finish with the best poker hand, and win the pot. If two or more players have the same winning hand, the pot is divided equally among them. Perhaps the main reason of this game gaining so rapid and widespread popularity in US and abroad is the fast pace and simplicity of rules. There are four betting rounds. Each player receives two facedown ‘pocket cards’ throughout the game. Placed at the center of the table are five face-up ‘community boardcards’, which are to be shared by all players. Each player creates the top valued poker hand, by using any combination of his or her two pocket cards and the five community boardcards.

Trying to trace the origins of this enormously popular game, we have to go down several centuries in history. The history is disputed, but we can deduce that it is a combination of the elements of several games. The name poker almost undoubtedly comes from the French game, Poque, which was played in France in the 18th century. According to some, the name could have also been derived from a German betting game, Pochspiel, which involves a lot of bluffing and cheating. In this German game, players often tap the table in excitement when they wanted to pass, shouting—‘Ich Poche’. Another possibility about the origin of the name Poker is the Hindi word ‘pukka’, which means ‘sure’. Those researching on the origin of poker also put up another theory that the term poker originates from the word ‘hocus pocus’, which is used by magicians to mean magic. Yet another belief suggests that the word poker was born from the underworld slang ‘poke’, which means pickpockets. Losers in the game called the cardsharps, who organized these games, by this name, as they sucked their pockets. One more likely forefather of poker is the 16th century Persian betting game, Nas, involving 5 players, 25 cards and 5 decks.

The earliest mention of poker is found in the book of Jonathan H Green in his book An Exposure of the Arts and Miseries of Gambling (1843) where he writes of a game (he called it ‘cheating game’) similar to poker that was played on Mississippi riverboats. Another reference is found in the words of English actor, Joseph Cromwell. He had described a game of cards played in New Orleans in 1829. What is common in both the descriptions is that it was a betting game played with by 4 people using 20 cards, with the player’s hand being the most valuable.

As it spread throughout America, the game transferred to full the 52 card deck. It was during the American Civil War, that the flush came into existence. One after another, came the draw poker, stud poker (5 card variant), the straight, wild card, lowball and split poker. The last of these was introduced in around 1900. After this, in 1925 came the community card poker games with much fanfare. 

Casinos as late as 1980s and 90s were not very eager to include poker because of the ill-reputation of random cheating by cheaters. But good promotion, better techniques to stop cheating brought back people’s interest and confidence on the game. Poker owes much of its popularity today to World Series of Poker (WSOP), the telecast of which is available in ESPN and Travel Channel. During this emergence, Texas Hold’em emerged as the hottest of the hot game of poker, owing to its speed and simplicity.

Explosion of poker on TV

The explosion of poker on television is creating a generation of young addicted gamblers, according to Dr Carlos Blanco, the Director of Columbia University Medical Center’s Gambling Clinic. He expressed his grave concern over the issue by saying that a new community of millions of new gamblers will be created by the rising popularity of television shows telecasting poker tournaments, especially Hold’em type. He went ahead and added, that, gambling is an addiction like other addictions (drugs, drinking, smoking), and expresses itself in impulsive, abnormal behavior that may disrupt normal lifestyle and activities. Poker gambling, according to him, is a social addiction that has even affected very young boys as old as only eight. Alarmingly even baseball has been beaten by the popularity of poker in some places. In some summer camps last year, teenagers insisted in playing poker, rather than other games.  

In the past, poker was shown on television as a dark game, played in dark environments, around smokey tables. But in the recent months, and years, TV programmes like Late Night Poker (Channel Four, UK), with their glossy coverage, colorful outlook, interesting camera angles, poumpous sets, glass tables, and lively commentary, have done much to glamourise poker, and make it popular among the viewers.

The TV coverage and glamourisation of the game has revolutionised poker, claims Gary C W Chun of Honolulu Star. He feels, that the TV coverage has also increased competiveness among the professional players, who are now much refined, and rethink every move, calculating every step. ‘Tells’ are easy to pick up from TV shows, and this is luring more and more players towards the game. More the TV coverage given, more is the money involved.

World Poker Tour (Challenge TV, UK) has no less than 5 million pairs of eyes (an exceptional figure for a cable channel) glued to the television sets every time it is aired; which has resulted in competitors adding their own version of similar shows like—Celebrity Poker Showdown (Bravo), and World Series of Poker (ESPN). Celebrity Poker Showdown on Bravo alone attracts 1.7 million viewers. Late Night Poker  on Channel Four, which was the pioneer of this trend, boasts of 1.3 million viewers, even though it is aired after midnight.

The explosion of poker on TV shown no signs of slowdown. On the contrary the shows are making celebrities out of the winners. Steve Liscomb, founder President of World Poker Tour (Challenge TV, UK) admitted in his own words that he tells his producers to design the poker shows in such a manner that the viewers feel like poker Gods sitting in front of poker tables. A formula that has given him success, no doubt. As criticisms soar, so does the bank balance of the producers organising such shows for the idiot box.


 The history of the poker chip

From the time poker is being played on earth, poker chips have been an inseparable part of the game, keeping track of the winnings. The materials used for making poker chips have been as varied as their colors and designs. The materials used for manufacturing modern chips are—plastic, amalgamated metal, clay, and acrylic.

The oldest poker chips were probably made in US towards late 1800s. But proper recorded information about poker chips is available from around 1930s, when the Portland Billiard Ball Company decided to give their luck a try with poker chips along with billiard balls. They started manufacturing one of the earliest poker chips known. The material they used during this period was an early version of plastic, known as Breaknot, or Plaskon. There were no designs on the early chips manufactured by Portland Billiard Ball Company, neither any edge spots. They were stark simple. The company changed its name to the Burt Company in 1935. Metal die cut procedure was used during the manufacturing of their chips, which was similar to hot stamping, and the label was printed on the chips by this process. 

In the 1940s (probably 1947) the Burt Company purchased chip manufacturing machinery from United States Playing Card. After this they started innovating such novelties like custom designs, colored edge spots, colorful and gaudy designs.
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Multicolored edge spots were introduced in 1955 (in use even today). The hat and cane was introduced by Christy & Jones Co., Las Vegas (It is now manufactured by Paulson Gaming Supplies). One by one various security features were introduced in poker chips, to prevent forging.

A new design of different types of ‘coin inserts’ were brought to the market in 1975 by the by Bud Jones Company, Las Vagas (Bud Jones belonged to Christy Jones Company before). The advantages of these chips were—casino name very clearly labeled, less chance of forging, clear edge-spotting. The Bud Jones Company got this product patented, like many other products they produced later.

In 1985, the protech chip, Chiplo took the market by storm. Manufactured by the Chiplo International, this ceramic chip was printed on all sides in multicolored designs; even on the edges. Surprisingly people started collecting Chiplo as a collector’s item. The casinos, seeing this trend, started selling chips at prices upto $100 and $500. Paul-Son Gaming Supplies introduced something similar in the market, and they became the market leaders in 1990s. Chiplo became the runner up.

Paul-Son and Bud Jones were both acquired by Bourgogne et Grasset, a French company in 2002. The new company almost immediately stopped the sale of retail products for good, and started selling to licensed casinos only. Many new companies have stepped into the race of manufacturing poker chips today, all over the world; with security features like holograms, metal pellets, ultraviolet dyes and radio frequency. With television shows and online poker making the game more and more popular everyday, none of these new companies are under a threat of existence. They know, they are here to stay, like the game itself. 

The best brick & mortar poker casinos of the world: top 10

· Foxwoods, Mashantucket, Connecticut: The mammoth 344,000 sq ft Casino features 365 table games and 7400 slot machines. Quite an experience to play in such a big atmosphere. They have three hotels with 1916 rooms, 25 restaurants and a bar. Check out foxwoods.com for more information.
· Bicycle Casino, Los Angeles, California: 120 game tables and host to world-class poker tournaments, 123,000 sq ft Bicycle has 3 restaurants and 2 bars.

· Mirage, Las Vegas, Nevada: Known to have ‘the nicest rooms to play’ poker, is a 100,220 sq ft huge casino, open 24 hrs. With its 2,229 slot machines and 129 table games, 3044 rooms, and 14 restaurants; it is one of the best in Las Vegas, as well as the world.

· Commerce Casino, Los Angeles, California: describing itself as ‘Poker Capital of the World’ with over 260 tables devoted to poker, Commerce Casino is host to tournaments such as the LA Poker Classic and more. Their 9 storey luxury hotel, with 200 rooms, the Crowne Plaza, Los Angeles, was inaugurated in 2001. With the Crowne Plaza's dedication to the finer things in life-- like food (7 restaurants), Commerce is setting out to be a poker vacation destination. The 90,000 sq ft Casino is open 24 hrs.

· Bellagio, Las Vegas, Nevada: Famous for its beauty, gourmet restaurants, and $8.5 million state-of-the-art poker room with more than a 100 poker tables. With its sheer size (100,000 sq ft), 3993 rooms and suits, 2450 slot machines, 148 table games (mostly poker), 2 bars, and 19 restaurants,  Bellagio is considered by many to be an incredible experience. They have recently spent $6 million in upgradin  their poker room.
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Taj Mahal, Atlantic City, New Jersey: The most popular Poker Room in Atlantic City (68 tables) and host to the US Poker Championship, Trump's Taj Mahal gets a 4.5 Banana rating (out of 5) from TravelApe. Taj Mahal Casino has over 4,000 slot machines to choose from and you are sure to find your favorite. If you want to be part of the table game action, pull up a seat at one of their 210 table games. Additionally, they boast an exquisite Baccarat Pit plus a state-of-the-art Simulcast Facility and a smoke free poker room that is home to the United States Poker Championship.It's no wonder they were recently voted "Best Casino" by the readers of Casino Player magazine.
· Hollywood Park Casino, Inglewood, California: they are well known for hosting some of the major poker tournaments. This is also home to the Mike Caro University of Poker, daily poker tournaments, and more. To your right, you see the impressively large poker playing area. To your left, a grand space devoted to California games, presided over by experienced dealers. Perhaps you'll start with a cocktail in the relaxed comfort of the The Finish Line lounge while watching live broadcasts of horse races happening outside and across the country. Maybe you'll make your way upstairs and try your hand at Bingo in the thousand-seat hall which overlooks the pastoral beauty of Hollywood Park Racetrack itself. From the larger than life "Casino" sign on its roof, to its clean, well-lit, and friendly atmosphere. Hollywood Park Casino prides itself on being the best of California casinos. The 70,000 sq ft casino has 23 table games and 2 restaurants.

· Aviation Club, Paris, France: One of the most stylish casinos, with some of the most stylish people visiting. Has 19 table games, including poker. Website—aviationclubdefrance.com
· Binions Horseshoe, Las Vegas, Nevada: Binions is exclusively the one and only host of the World Series of Poker. Well… that is enough to talk of their credibility. Good stay, good food. Rooms starting $29.95 upwards.      

· Wynn Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada: This pretty new three million dollar casino opened its gates on April 28, 2005, and has created a sensation already. Surprised everyone by climbing the top ten charts. 
Explosion of women playing poker

The changing scenario.

Since the 1800s, when the French introduced poker in New Orleans, it has been a man’s game. Male dominance has always been noticed in poker, which was at one time portrayed as a dark game, played by underworld people. Not any more. Thanks to wide TV coverage of poker shows, their glossy, colorful representation of the game like the World Series of Poker, on ESPN; it has not only changed people’s general attitude towards the game, but has also drawn women towards it. As opposed to 2% - 3% women playing casino poker, three or four years ago, now the figure of women is about 10% in casinos, according to the manager of Atlantic City’s largest casino, Taj Mahal Casino Resort. Texas Hold’em being the hot favorite among women, you can now see at least one woman at each table at any decent casino on a Friday evening.

Men vs women

The quick changing scenario has caught some men off guard. Many men are yet to accept women as serious players, and underestimating them, have often lost bets. Humorous as it may sound, but the reason why many bets against women were lost was because men were busy flirting with women, to realize at a time that they have lost the bet against the pretty thing sitting in the opposite seat. The fact is that many women are better players than some men, and are quick learners as well.

Why women are playing poker now

A number of reasons come up when the question is analyzed.

· Popularity of TV shows on poker has drawn women as viewers, many of whom did not get a chance to see the game before. They took this opportunity to learn the game of poker. And having learnt the game of poker, they became enthusiastic to try out real poker betting in casinos and online.

· The clean environment of online poker attracted many women to try out the game. Most women avoid casinos for the environment, that they find unsuitable—smoky atmosphere, dominance of men, presence of pick up girls, etc.

· Opportunity of experimenting in online poker is another reason that caused the explosion of women playing poker. One remains anonymous online. Others cannot see. This encourages women to experiment out with online poker. There is nothing to feel embarrassed if mistakes are made; since no one can see.

· Opportunity to gel with guys is what has attracted young women towards casino poker games. It is a place of social gathering and mixing for many women.
How many players play online poker
Poker as a serious and interesting indulgence continues to gain importance at a supersonic speed for the last few years. The most important element that plays an initiating role in its growing popularity among innumerable people all around the globe is its television coverage at a rampant which enhances its reach and the opportunities it provides. High Stakes Poker tournaments continue to fuel the fires of desire among players who deem of winning millions at a stroke. Few years back poker was literally banned, even people didn’t have the vaguest idea of it being broadcasted on television; but a research by NBC this year shows that broadcast of a poker tournament opposite the Super bowl pre-game has astronomical ratings. Obviously that gives us a clear idea of how big it has evolved starting from a kitchen table game to the stature of a full-fledged casino style poker with nothing to hide behind closed doors. Millions of players who may have only played in home games are flocking to the casinos and Poker rooms across the country to try their hand at live poker. Many more are getting their first live poker experience online.

Online poker has gained huge popularity world-wide ever since Chris Moneymaker won the 2003 World Series of Poker (gaining entry from playing via satellite at an online Poker site). This has encouraged online players to an even larger extent. The Poker Britain Report showed that in the country of 60 million around 13 million adults have played online poker sometime or the other and another 3 million are interested to play online in future; which is quite a number that can give hiccups to businessmen making money from other traditional businesses. Although no such similar survey has been held in the United States there is no denying the fact that even there the number of online pokers will be huge and the number is proned to continuously increase. For example, only on the site PartyPoker.com, the number of registered players is 17 million, and the number of active players is a whooping 11.4 million. The number of players playing on other equally successful sites like Paradise Poker and Empire Poker are no less than 10 million each. Party Poker has recently moved to acquire Empire Poker in an attempt to win the huge number of players.

So, how many poker players play online poker in USA? It is estimated that the number of online poker players in USA alone are twice as much as the number of online poker players of the rest of the world put together. However from their deep insight, poker giants like Party Poker are quite serious about reducing their over-dependence on USA for their business, because of the laws and legal restrictions and the way they might change. Individual online poker sites give somewhat exaggerated reports about the number of their players, so even if we calculate modestly, it amounts to almost 60 million-- one fifth of the population of USA, who has played online poker sometime, for fun, or curiosity, or for being the next millionaire. Europe is the second heaven of online with the next largest number of players living there, followed by Asia, which seems to be a strong base within the next 4 to 5 years.

Revenues from online poker industry

Poker, that started as a dark game, from the dark alleys of New Orleans in the nineteenth century, has completely transformed itself today, and is no more a game which one would feel shy or uneasy to play, neither is it a man’s game, nor are there any social taboos about it. The aggressive propaganda that poker received through television channels like ESPN in recent years, coupled with the easy accessibility of online poker, and the temptation to win some money online, has  skyrocketed the popularity of poker. Going hand in hand with the popularity, the revenues from online poker have also soared to astronomical figures.

Online poker generated unbelievable revenue of $1 billion in 2005, compared to $92 million in 2002 (according to the speculations of Christiansen Capital 
Advisors). One has to keep in mind that the industry of online poker is not too old, and poker itself has gained real popularity in the last 3 years, after aggressive propaganda of the game started on television. There are about 200 online poker sites worldwide today, out of which the top 8 sites do 95% of the business, getting the lion’s share of the revenue from the online poker industry. PartyPoker.com, the number 1 online poker site today, a brand owned by PartyGaming, recorded profits of $1.4 million each day, on its launch in 2005 (during the 1st three months). The other toppers like PokerStars.com, ParadisePoker.com, PokerRoom.com and PacificPoker.com are not far behind. If the predictions of Christiansen Capital Advisors are to be taken seriously, then the revenues from online poker industry will be around $6.4 billion in 2009. According to their predictions the major share of revenue which now comes from US, is likely to shift to Europe, with a decline of 50% US players in the next 3 years from the present 75% players in the worldwide market. Stunning statistics reveal that 60 million of the US population has played online poker sometime or the other. At peak times, about 60,000 members play online poker simultaneously on PartyPoker.com. These are some of the factors that contribute to the astounding revenue figures of the popular game. The soaring revenues generated have reflected in the prices of the online poker sites, when they change hands. For example, when ParadisePoker.com was acquired by SportingBet in 2004, the price paid was $297 million; a figure that made eyebrows go up. That ParadisePoker.com has done better after the acquisition is hinted by the $1 million jackpot prize offered for freeroll, which has no participation fee. The soaring revenues of the online poker industry suggest, that even if the focus shifts from one continent to another, revenues will continue to go upward.

An introduction to the business side of poker
It was May 2003. A young US accountant, barely 27, was playing online poker on PokerStars.com. It was the 34th Annual World Series Poker in Las Vegas, and Chris Moneymaker, the 27 year old accountant was not too sure whether he would be anywhere. His only confidence was that he had loved the game of poker and knew very well how to play it. He had played poker since he was very young. His confidence rewarded him that night, when he, backed by his friend David Gamble, and his father, won the 34th World Series Poker with a $40 stake? The prize money was $2.5 million—an amount that not only made Chris famous overnight, but also focused the attention of the entire nation towards the thing called online poker. The time was ripe; the popular television shows were already featuring poker as a regular item, that was gaining popularity, and scraping off the social taboo about it. But the Chris Moneymaker incident completely transformed the picture. That was the turning point for the booming business of online poker.

After this incident the business of online poker started showing astronomical figures in revenues, as well in the prices at which online poker sites changed hands. The popular site ParadisePoker.com was acquired by SportingBet.com in 2004, at an unbelievable price of $297 million! PartyGaming on their 1st three months after launch did business profits of 1.4 million per day! All these huge figures pointed to one thing—the business side of online poker; which was sound. It is a fact that PartyGaming (the parent company of PartyPoker.com) and SportingBet (the parent company of ParadisePoker.com) are both listed in the British Stock Exchange. Party Gaming had a valuation of $9.25 billion when floated in 2005! Sportingbet was valued at $1.85 billion. The figures suggest that Party Gaming is doing better business than British Airways and Mark and Spencer taken together. 

Who had thought the business side of poker would be so lucrative, which was once associated to the dark alleys and underworld? From smoky dark rooms it has emerged through glamorous, colorful casinos to everyone’s home via television and internet in a rather short span of time.

It has been predicted by Christiansen Capital Advisors, researching on poker that the total business that will be generated from the online poker industry in 2009 will amount to $6.4 billion, which is now just over $1 billion annually. There are about 200 online poker sites doing excellent business, out of which the first 8 are doing 95% of the total business. Predicting on the business side of poker, Christiansen Capital Advisors also pointed out that in the next three years Europe will emerge as the continent that will generate the maximum business from online poker.

Ways of funding poker account 
Credit Cards

Most online poker sites accept credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, Diners, sometimes AmEx). However, banks discourage the use of credit cards for online gambling.  For this, some banks prohibit the use of their cards in online casinos. Others, charge a high rate of interest, and give no interest –free period, that is generally offered to most other cardholders. Banks call this Quasi cash. In UK, some banks charge upto 20% for online gambling! So, if you are taking a new credit card for online gambling purpose only, make sure you have read the terms of service before accepting.  Advantage-the most common, the most convenient, the most obvious form of payment, disadvantage-high interest rate, no interest free period, prohibition by bank.

Click2Pay

Click2Pay is one of the most instant and convenient forms of online payment, if you have a credit/debit card. It is a free and secure. You can register and start using your account immediately. You do not have to fund your Click2Pay account, as the money is directly debited from your credit card after you have made a deposit from the cashier. Your card will be charged immediately, and your bank account, after 2/3 working days. Advantage-fast for of payment; instantly charges your credit card, disadvantage-there are complains about their customer service, and wrong billings.

Firepay

A FirePay Personal Account is very similar to a debit card, where you deposit money (in your FirePay Personal Account) and use your account balance to make online purchase or play in online casino sites. There is no sign up charge, or payment charge, but there are charges for receiving payment, and withdrawing funds. The FirePay account may only be funded with an electronic check, or US bank account which takes a couple of business days to clear. Advantage-concept similar to debit card, disadvantage-slow transactions, not suitable for non US citizens.

Citadel

Citadel is very popular as a form of funding particularly in online casinos and gambling sites. They provide their members with Citadel credit cards, debit cards, and electronic checks. Online players prefer to use these, even if they have regular debit cards or credit cards, because these are charged less than other debit cards or credit cards for online gambling. Advantage-rate cheaper than other debit/credit cards, disadvantage-not instant; takes 3 days for transactions.

Neteller

Neteller is a secure online money transfer system, a concept similar to online wallet that enables you to deposit money into your poker account, transfer money to and from online merchants as well as other Neteller members, and withdraw funds from your account. By registering and verifying your US/Canadian bank account with Neteller's payment option of InstaCash you will be able to make instant deposits directly from your bank into your Online Poker account. A Neteller account is free to open and trustworthy. It is a highly recommended form of payment online poker accounts. More information can be obtained by calling 1-888-258-5859 (toll free). Advantage-highly preferred in online poker circuit, disadvantage-US/Canadian bank account requited, use almost limited to online gaming.

InstaCash
InstaCash is a product of Neteller. It is a safe, fast, secure and reliable way to fund your online poker account. An InstaCash Account is free to set up and it allows North American customers to instantly transfer funds directly from their bank to their card room account. Funding your online game account directly is free. However if you fund your Neteller account via Instacash you will be charged an 8.9% fee. Minimum weekly deposit required is $10 and the maximum weekly deposit is between $750 and $3000, depending on your level. If you want to cash out with Instacash, your Neteller account can by easily credited. There is no limit to the amount cashed back. Your request will be processed within one business day. After being processed, the funds will arrive back in your Neteller account within 1-2 business days. Advantage-instant funding of card game account from bank account, disadvantage-geographical limitations, minimum weekly deposit to be maintained, high charge of Instacash to Neteller transfer.

OnDemandFunds


OnDemandFunds gives you a 16 digit ODF card number, which can be funded by a credit card, or a US checking account. It is convenient, and secure as a way of transferring funds. They have 24/7 live support and you can make deposits by phone and internet. Account opening is free. More information available at ondemandfunds.net. Advantage-money transfer by phone, disadvantage-not much disadvantage.

Moneybookers


Using Moneybookers, online players can send and receive money securely and instantly, by email. Players can fund their caaount by CC or wire before depositing in their online poker account.  Moneybookers saves time.  The system is also easy. All someone needs to know to pay you is your email address.  Check out moneybookers.com. Advantage-fast, secure, easy, email based, disadvantage- documentation required; a scan of both sides of the credit card, a scan of a recent bill, and a scan of a valid government-issued identification card (driver’s license, passport, etc. .) are required to open an account.

Ways of withdrawing money from your Poker account 

Like depositing money, there are a number of options offered by almost all online poker sites, to withdraw money. For a new player, it might me a little bit of a frightening experience to withdraw money for the first time, especially due to the number of options offered to do so, and most of the times for the lack of knowledge about all of them. This article will give you an idea of the various options you have before you (in most online poker sites) and their advantages and disadvantages. That will hopefully clear the mist about withdrawal from your online poker account. The first advice is, that the ways of withdrawing vary from one site to another; though they are more similar than different; thus, read carefully the withdrawal rules and understand the specifications that vary from site to site.

Credit Cards

You are lucky if you have a non US MasterCard, because US credit cards do not offer the benefit of withdrawing / receiving money from online poker sites, under their new policy. However, even if you do have a non US MasterCard, you have to check up with your bank whether they have restrictions about receiving money from online poker sites. Those that offer, normally have a minimum withdrawal limit of $50 and a maximum of $10,000 set by the site. Advantage-fast, Disadvantage-not offered by US banks; so very few are lucky to avail this option.

Electronic Funds Transfer

Electronic funds transfer, or wire, is the system of transferring money directly from your poker account to your bank account. A rather sluggish process, and should be chosen if other options are not available. Takes 7 – 10 business days. Charges are also pretty steep (around $35). Minimum limit around $200, which also suggests you cannot withdraw small balances left in your poker account by this method. Advantage—Direct poker account to bank account transfer, no maximum limit of transfer; disadvantage—slow process, charges high, minimum limit higher than other options.

Check or draft

Another slow option to withdraw from your poker account is check or draft, yet preferred by some senior members, maybe because they are more comfortable with the concept of check or draft. Like wire, the minimum limit and charges are high, for premium mail delivery (by FedEX etc) otherwise by ordinary mail takes 7 to 20 days, at low charges. Advantage—this is one option left if you have no other option left, some people still feel comfortable at the concept of check/draft; disadvantage—very slow, or expensive.

Online Payment

There are a number of online payment services (similar to PayPal; which unfortunately does not allow funding or receiving funds from online gambling), like Neteller or Firepay, that are very popular as a form of withdrawing money quicker thank other methods. After approval, generally it takes 2-6 hrs to get your money in your account with Neteller, or Firepay. Including the time for approval, it comes to some 5-7 days. These methods are not chargeable and the minimum withdrawal limit is also nominal ($50 in most cases). Advantage—quick, non chargeable; disadvantage— not as well known as PayPal; so there is skepticism among some users to use these services.

Future of Online Poker
 
 




The market research

A latest market research by the Irish organization Research and Markets (www.researchandmarkets.com) has exposed the future of online poker as revealed by their study. The report says, Europe is the future of online Poker. It reveals a number of interesting facts and figures and predictions on the future of poker, both online and offline.
Increasing popularity
Online Poker is giving a tough competition to offline poker, as far as popularity is concerned—says their report. Some of the most popular online poker sites of the world have about 75,000 players/members playing simultaneously. The company says that innovative ways of gambling keep coming up constantly, to ensure a steady future growth of the gambling industry; and online poker seems to be the winner, that guarantees steady growth. It is a winning combination of two mega trends in gambling-- online gambling and poker; both of which are very popular. 


Online poker facts
Online Poker, a phenomenon, that started in the US some 7 / 8 years ago is the current craze of the world, says the report, which sites the following examples to authenticate it’s claims (be ready for some Ripley’s Believe It Or Not facts):

· The amount spent on online gambling for Poker alone, in various poker websites throughout the world is a whooping figure of over US $ 60 billion (2005).
· More than 60% of poker experts who were surveyed, strongly believe that online poker will be the leading offer in online gambling in the next 2 - 3 years.
· 75% of poker experts surveyed believe that the annual rake/commission in the next 2-3 years around the world will exceed US $ 4 billion!
· One important factor responsible for the booming growth of online poker across the globe, is the increasing number of successful TV shows featuring poker. Examples of are, the World Series of Poker on ESPN, the European Poker Tour on Eurosport, and the Celebrity Poker on Bravo.
The good news, the bad news
Online poker has become a lucrative business for the global businessmen, and will continue to be so. More and more online casinos and gambling groups are adding online poker to their product offerings, each day. The bad news is that, the market will become tougher and tougher for the new entrants to the business, in days to come, with some already existing mammoth gambling groups handling most part of the market. With diminishing revenues per player, growing competition, market saturation, poker operators have to find successful strategies for the future to be in the race. The able will survive, to mint money. Surveyed Poker gurus stressed on the importance of building large networks resulting from mergers. Geographically speaking, experts believe, after USA, it’s now the turn of Europe to see the fastest growth of online poker. 
The Fight for Legalizing Online Poker
Betting was declared illegal in Nevada, the land of Casinos, in 1910. However, poker was not announced illegal by the Attorney general of California, as it is played based on personal skills. But the ones like stud poker became illegal, as it is based on chance factor. Draw poker developed, taking this opportunity. The popularity of poker skyrocketed so sharply that poker gambling was declared legal in Nevada from 1931.

A lot of cloud has gathered recently over the question whether internet poker is an offence. The answer is vague. Professor I. Nelson Rose, one of the world's leading gambling law experts says that no United States federal law or instruction clearly prohibits Internet gambling, either in US or outside. Yet the government of USA does not encourage online gambling. Those who say that internet gambling is an offence, cite the Wire Act, which says, ‘Whoever being engaged in the business of betting or wagering knowingly uses a wire communication facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign commerce of bets or wagers or information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers on any sporting event or contest, or for the transmission of a wire communication which entitles the recipient to receive money or credit as a result of bets or wagers, or for information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than two years, or both.’ 
Interestingly till date, nobody has been charged, taken to court, declared guilty, or punished for playing internet poker. The US Department of Justice and the Federal Appeals Court are in direct contradiction and conflict on the issue of the Wire Act and gambling. The US Department of Justice declared recently that the Wire Act applies to all sports wagering and Casino games; but the Federal Appeals Court dismissed the interpretation as misinterpretation and incorrect. The gambling laws of US are really framed by the concerned state governments, and differ between states.

North Dakota State Representative Jim Kasper in his battle to legalize online poker argued that the survival of the online poker industry in the US is very important for the revenues generated, to remain in the US for filling the government’s treasury. The legalization of online poker will not only benefit the concerned state financially, but will also pump in fresh lifeblood to the online poker industry, who will get an authority to exist.

In this battle Jim Kasper’s is not alone. The US Department of Justice’s threats to declare online poker as illegal have gone against the public voice. Kasper has planned to raise money to generate a public-opinion poll this year, after which he wants to move to court (with the support of the people of North Dakota and the online poker industry) and sue the US Department of Justice to win the right for hosting online poker. With the support of people, Jim cannot be far from victory.

Poker in Asia

According to some, poker originated from Asia. One such theory points to China, where dominos was played. It is believed that Chinese dominos was the forerunner of modern poker. There is proof, that the Chinese emperor Mu-tsung played ‘domino cards’ in the 10th century with his wife. Another theory points to India, as the land that gave birth to poker. The ancient Indian game of Ganiifa, played in the 12th and 13th centuries bear much resemblance with poker, as we know today.

The game which perhaps lost its root and became popular elsewhere is now back, in search of its origin. Poker has returned to Asia after several centuries, having traveled across the globe, undergoing several modifications during its journey. Poker is fast gaining popularity in the Asian countries, especially China and Japan. Some specialists have already gone ahead and predicted Asia to be the future of poker—thus supporting the theory, ‘history repeats itself’. 

Mitch White, the CEO of CYOP in his statement said, "recent reports have, Chinese Internet users spending an average of 12.3 hours per week online with gaming and entertainment being the second most popular online activity. Combined with reports that China expects it will have a total of 120 million Internet users by the end of this year; a 28% increase from the 94 million users last year. If the numbers bear out, China will have the second largest number of Internet users, after the US. And given the propensity for online games, Poker is a perfect fit."

It is estimated that the poker market in US will get stagnant and saturated in near future, and Europe will follow soon after. It is the market of Asia that will continue to grow. Estimates put the online gaming revenues generated from Asia-Pacific region around $1.85 billion by the year 2008 (as reported by IDC). This is more than double the figure of 2003 ($760 million) for the same region. Among all types of online gambling, poker is the universal winner for the Asian region.
Asian poker sites like Pagoda Poker, and Paradise Poker, are doing monopolistic online gambling business with poker enthusiasts from Japan and China. Paradise Poker is having their one million dollar freeroll this summer and poker players are invited to enroll in any number of daily heats to qualify for a seat in the Million Dollar Freeroll. Needless to say, thousands are enrolling every day. So lucrative has become the online poker business in Asia, that TitanPoker.com is translating their site in Japanese language to start a Japanese version of their site, to attract more players from Japan.

Site Review: PartyPoker.com
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PartyPoker, a division of Party Gaming, is not the no1 online poker site without any reason. Every month their players win over $250 million in online tournament prize pools, they deal over 10 million hands a day in 185 countries, boast of the greatest selection of games and limits-- Texas Hold’em, Omaha, 7 Card Stud. Their whooping 17 million plus players is definitely a real cause of envy for their competitors.
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PartyGaming, the mother organization of PartyPoker.com, started in 1997 and has established its brand name as the leading online gaming company, listed in London Stock Exchange. Poker, Casino and Bingo are their three major specialization areas.

Perhaps the best poker room on the net. Finding a game and opponents is not at all difficult. Incidentally it shares its games with Empire Poker. That also happens to be a reason why finding players is easy. Very user friendly. Superior graphics. Tutorials are also the best, and will teach a layman the art of gaming in minutes. Though bonuses are lesser than other sites, but with game points one can buy merchandise.
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PartyPoker shares players and games with Empire Poker. This is why it is easy to find opponents to play with. PartyPoker has an unbelievable 17 million registered members, of which active players of poker are 14.0 million a 23% rise from 2005 when the figure was 11.4 million (PartyPoker earns a net daily revenue of $2.7 million per day now, as campared to $2.1 million in 2005).
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Games and Table Stakes

Party Poker offers these games: Texas Hold'em, Omaha High, Omaha 8 or Better, 7 Card Stud, and Stud 8 or Better. Table stakes are as follows: 

Texas Hold'em Games: fixed limit tables ($0.50/1 to $30/60 blinds), pot limit ($0.25/0.50 to $2/4 blinds), no limit ($0.25/0.50 to $2/4 blinds). 

Omaha & Hi-Lo Games: fixed limit tables ($0.50/1 to $20/40 blinds), pot limit ($0.25/0.50 to $1/2 blinds). 

7 Card Stud Games: fixed limit tables ($0.50/1 to $20/40 blinds). 

Tournaments

Party Poker hosts a number of limit, no limit, and pot limit tournaments (real money and/or play for fun). Their greatest tournament is the once a year Party Poker Million tournament, the finals of which are held on a luxurious cruise. They also hold regular (single-table and multi-table) Sit and Go Tournaments and huge multi-table tournaments. Also worth mentioning is The World Series of Poker 2006.

Bonuses

Party Poker offers $25 free on your first deposit, or a welcome bonus of 20%, up to $100 on your 1st deposit. 
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PartyPoker.com’s software platform is one of the most sophisticated, yet easy to use, platforms on the web. They have been constantly updating their software to ensure better customer satisfaction. Additionally, their systems are supported by over 100 technical support professionals who provide round-the-clock support to the customers worldwide. Installation and login procedures are user friendly. Graphics are superior and quicker than their competitors’. Rarely hangs. The lobby is tempting, and one can easily navigate between games.
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PartyPoker offers 24/7 customer support by (a) phone (b) email (c) FAQ

· Their 24 hours toll free numbers are:


1-800-852-4719

011-800-7789-7537 

(USA and Canada)


00-800-7789-7537

00-800-PRTY-PKER 

(UK, Rep. of Ireland, Spain, France, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Denmark, 
Italy, Switzerland, Sweden, Luxembourg, Hungary, Poland, Norway, Portugal)


Their 24 hours toll numbers are:


+1-800-852-4719

+44 -207- 537- 8300

+350-50509 

· They promise support and assistance by email within 24 hrs of receiving your email. For general information you can mail to info@partypoker.com. They have many other email addresses for specific queries.

· But even before you call them or email them, you can try browsing through their dozens of FAQ questions and answers.
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PartyPoker uses sophisticated software and monitoring technology to ensure that proper security is always maintained.

Transaction Security

All transactions on PartyPoker are protected by the topmost level of encryption. For this, their online payment center uses 128-bit encryption technology and Secure Socket Links (SSL) to ensure the security of each and every transaction, and also ensuring the confidentiality of all data. Financial transactions are conducted according to applicable laws and the standards of the international banking community.

Account Security

· Accounts of players accessible only via unique username and password. 

· Only one account per player. Security team randomly verifies genuinely of name and address, and closes accounts of unreal members.

· PartyPoker.com offers its players the highest level of support in the industry. They give instant response to questions on any security issues. 

Game Security:

· Before each hand is dealt, a sophisticated random number originator shuffles the cards. 

· All game information is transmitted between the PartyPoker.com servers and players' computers via 128-bit encryption and a secure socket link (SSL). 

· It is impossible for any player to use technology or tricks to see another player's cards. 

· The PartyPoker.com security team monitors and reviews hand histories and data to stop involvement among players. 
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A host of options open to fund your account. Choose from-- Visa, MasterCard, Diner’s Club International, Neteller, Wire Transfer, Usemybank, FirePay, Citadel, PayPlay, MoneyBrokers.com.    
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By far the best option for poker fans, no doubt, especially considering the traffic flow, and the ease with which you can find the games and opponents. A variety of payment options (PayPal is however not included) to choose from. Secure account. Fast game graphics. Tempting lobby. Huge tournaments. Winning an amount is not a big deal, if you hang on for sometime. 
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